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children is beside the point. By exalting the two-child norm they
have made the parent of the four-child family an object of public
pity or opprobrium, liable to unfavourable comparison with an
edible rodent universally detested in Australia.

In adjusting themselves to facts about which there is no room
for disagreement many people find it difficult to disengage
themselves from the nightmare of overpopulation. The possibility
of overpopulation which haunted social reformers during the
past century is still taken seriously. This is partly due to ignorance
concerning resources of power and substitutes which modern
technology could make available for human welfare in a rationally
planned economy. It may also take a more plausible form.
Without contesting the potential of plenty which is now within
reach, some advocates of birth control contend that there are too
many people to be housed in genuine comfort. So up to a certain
point a decline in population is welcome. That there is a psycho*
logical optimum of population density may well be true, and
those of us who value privacy would be the last to deny it. It
does not entitle us to overlook another consideration. As Enid
Charles remarks, a pleasant scenic view half-way down a steep
hill leading to a precipice is poor consolation to the driver of a
car with no brake. Malthusjan propaganda and the rather quaint
physiology of Thomas Hardy's novels have conspired to inculcate
a naive teleology which invests parenthood with a perverse
automatism. Human reproduction is assumed to proceed with its
own momentum unless the most frantic propaganda is carried
on to check it.

That this is a travesty of ascertained facts about the social
behaviour of the human species is easily seen when we examine
the reasons which are casually given for the present character of
population growth, the proposals sometimes advanced by those
who welcome a decline in population, and the answers they
give, when asked to state how they would arrest it at a level
appropriate to their inclinations. Two common reasons are given
for the continuous decline of fertility in northern and western
Europe during the past fifty years. Professor Sargent Florence